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Tiberius had suppressed the fiendish elements of the cult of Saturn by hanging its obstinate priests on the trees surrounding their temple. Christianity found a much pleasanter way of extinguishing the cult of * the celestial virgin.'
The second great passion of the Carthaginians was for games and spectacles. In this they were not second to the Romans themselves. Salvianus, indeed, would have us believe that they were not even awakened to the serious issues of life when the Vandals were thundering at their walls. * The voices of the dying mingled with the cheers of the spectators,' says that sombre rhetorician ; ' you could hardly distinguish the groans of those who fell in war from the applause that rang from the circus.' For the games of the circus—chiefly chariot-races, wrestling, tight-rope dancing, etc.— Augustine seems to have felt little attraction. We shall find him bitterly and contemptuously inveighing against them long before his conversion. Nor does he seem ever to have looked with favour on the bestial pleasures of the amphitheatre, where the gladiators fought. Yet these contests had an irresistible fascination for the Carthaginians. Years afterwards, when Augustine came back to Africa one of the most powerful preachers in the western